BOOK III
PLOUGHSHARE
PROLOGUE
AFTERMATH OF WAR
(Syria and Palestine, November igi8-]une 1920)
THE armistice with Turkey, signed on October 31,
1918, left Alienby master of all Palestine and
Syria.   His lightning campaign, which had carried
his troops from near Jaffa to north of Aleppo, a distance
of some 350 miles, in less than six weeks, had destroyed
the enemy forces opposed to him with a completeness
which seemed to dispose of all military difficulties in the
Middle East,
But war creates as many fresh problems as it solves
old ones.  Alienby, at the end of 1918 and beginning of
1919, found that the very thoroughness of his victory
had stimulated the growth in the Near East of a whole
crop of controversies that the overshadowing needs of
war had hitherto kept from showing themselves above
ground.   They were political problems rather than mili-
tary; but Alienby, as Commander-in-Chief, had to find
at least a temporary settlement of them until the Peace
Conference could make its decisions.    There was the
administration of the whole of Syria to be arranged,
with French and Arabs urging their claims with passion
and bitterness.   In the area to the north of Aleppo,
Turkish generals with large armed forces still under'their
control were disregarding the terms of the armistice; and
the Armenian population was calling for protection. The
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